BE A FERTILE GROUND FOR GOD’S WORD
 
In the gospel Jesus tells the famous parable of the Sower and Seed to describe how the word of God comes to us and how we receive it.  Given the image used in the parable, we see our hearts as a farmland on which God plants his word.  When the heart is rightly disposed the word survives and produces good effects, but when it is wrongly disposed it does not yield any or much fruits.  The message today then is that the heart must be made fertile to enable the word germinate when we receive it.  A fertile heart is a submissive heart; it is a heart that is open to the counseling of the Lord.
 

            Here God is telling us that the believer does not only hear the word but provides for it to grow.  If you make a visit to certain places in California where farming is practiced, you will see that much work is done to the ground so that what is planted produces good fruits.  Jesus used sowing to describe how the word planted in us is received to let us know the kind of obstacles the word encounters in different hearts of the people that make it impossible to produce the required effects, and calls on us to do something to enable his words planted in our hearts through the preacher to produce effects.  
 

            What God does in the world of nature is equally necessary in the realm of the spirit.  For the land to be rich with nutrients, you treat the termites that eat up what is sown and fertilize the ground.  In like manner, for our hearts to be rich in nutrients, it has to be treated of lack of genuine understanding for God’s word caused by lukewarm (heart) attitudes to the gospel, lack of intimate relationship with God, doubts and faithlessness with which we treat the word, contempt for the Bible due to over familiarity, sinful indulgence that is irritated by the word, failure to recognize the voice of Jesus in the voice of the preacher or see oneself as the person who is being addressed with the preaching word.  The moment we begin to exhibit these attitudes no matter our eagerness or wishful thinking or religiosity, we miss the power of the word’s conviction.  
 
            The message behind the readings therefore, is that the word of God has a purpose; a purpose that is to be realized every time we hear the word.  In the first reading God emphasizes this: “the word that goes out from my mouth shall not return to me void, but shall do my will, achieving the end for which I sent it” (Isaiah 55:11).   Already God has prepared our hearts to receive his words through the water of Baptism.  That life-giving mini-shower broke the hold of sin in our lives and prepared us to receive God’s spiritual sunlight through the Holy Spirit. This is what the psalmist celebrates in today’s response to the first reading: “Thus you have prepared the land: drenching its furrows, breaking up its clods, softening it with showers, blessing its growth” (Ps 65:10-11). 
 

            The ball now is on our court to play.  If we can but dispose ourselves rightly by breaking with these wrong dispositions that are opposed to the seed of the Good News we receive all the time, we will really not only experience growth and fruitfulness, but the freedom which creation longs for as echoed by Paul in the second reading.  This is important because as Paul said in another passage, “The gospel is the power of God to save those who believe in him through faith” (Rom 1:16).  So, we need a disposition which recognizes the preaching word as God speaking to us; a disposition that is ready to do God’s will with relish.  We need a disposition that allows the word each time we hear it to make new impressions in our lives.  For “the favors of the Lord are not exhausted, his mercies are not spent, they are renewed each morning, great is his faithfulness” (Lamentation 3:22-23).  This is the way we can provide for the right fertile ground that will make the word produce fruits in hundreds when sown in us through personal reading and or proclamation.   
